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T is earneſtly defired, That Magiſtrate 
Landlords, and other Rich People, wor 
diſtribute ſome Copies of this little Book, ; 
mong their Tenants and Servants, and amor 
r People, that many may be awakened! 

a ſenſe of their Duty, and may concur a 
unite their Endeavours for carrying on tht 
Glorious REFORMATION, which all ſobs 
Perſons are longing and praying for. 


# 
aſt 


Dan. 12: 3. They that turn many to Right 
onſneſs ſhall ſhine, p 
8 of 


JA Friendly ADDRESS 
 'TO ALL 


ARENTS, 
Wiſters of Families, 


AND 


LAND LORDS, &:. 


ur Friends, 


'F\ceading the New Teſtament, you may 
ke, That the Praftice of Chriſtianity is 
epenerated ; and in obſerving the ways 
«Men, you do ſee, that the Nation 1s 
Med. Vice abounds, and Wickedneſs 
als, Almoſt none walking in the ways 
ity and Vertue, and very few walking In 
ns of Civility or Honeſty. All Fami- 
al Perſons have corrupted their Ways ; 
A 2 moſt 
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moſt are vitions and all are negligent ; therej 
none Rignteous, no not one, 

The Juſtice of the Erernal Majeſty is pt 
voked, his Laws contemned, his Mercy deſi 
ſed,his Grace abuſed, his Promiſes and Threat 
nings diſregarded, and all the Methods of hi 
Providence neglected. And what ſhall be th 
end thereof ? 

The Word of God gives us ground to hope 
that a real and ſpeedy Reformation may be 
Meznto prevent deſerved Condemnation, Iſ 
55+ 6, 7: 

But without this, let none preſumptuouſ 
expect Mercy. For the Righteous Judgec 
the world 1s unchangeably juſt and holy, and 
will not , yea, cannot pardon impenitent Sin 
ners; for it were againſt the Declarations 
his Eternal Truth, which is firmer than the 
Pillars of Heaven and Earth. For tho'th 
Mercies of God and the Merits of Chriſt art 
infinite, yet neither of theſe can ſave onelo 
penitent Sinner ; for He who cannot lye, Wt 
ſaid, Luke 13. 3, 5- Except ye repent, ye ſh. 
likewiſe periſh, Mat. 18. 3. | 

So that true Repentanceand a thorow Re 
formation is the only door of Hope, and nay 
to Eſcape. ; Re 

Qreſ?. But how ſhall this Reformation 01 
done ? who ſhall begin and promote it ! 

Anſw, Some Perſon mult begin it, other 
wile it cannot be done ; and who is fo capa 


25 you, wy Friends? Indeed Magiſtrates 00k 


Miniſter 


E2 


there iefliers may do much, but they carinot do all. 
ſ fit as you (Maſters of Families and 
is proplords) to Reform the Nation, and to reap 
 deſpi-Wipnour and Reward of ſo Noble and Glo- 
'hreaF$1 Work. The whole Nation depends 
of highqou,and lodges within your Docrs ; and 
be than ay with good reſolution, courage 
' "Bal, as that good Man faid, of. 24.15. 
) hopeſfir ne and my hoſe, we will ſerve the Lord : 
ay be Mnzy you ſignalize your ſelves for Men of 
n, 1/ar, and gain the honovr due ro Conque- 
; over the power of Darkneſs. And tho? 
tuoulWreet with oppoſition and diſcouragement 
ge off, yet afrer wards, when Men are inlight- 
y, anWad made ſenſible of their own good, the 
nt Sine Nation will reſpett and honour you,yea 
ons offen and Earth will ſmile upon you, and join 
an n jou in Songs of everlaſting Joy and 
10” tnfuiwph. 
iſt at. Alas! What can we do? We need 
ne Im{rmation as well as others. Moſt of us are 
, bethWtnt, and all of us are Guilty : we know 
c ſhe Wijhat to do ; we cannot Reform our ſelves, 
| Wileſs others, : 
7 ReYiſo. It is true, you have neither Skill, 
d n2yFfior Power, to Reform others, until your 
ide new Creatures ; you cannot direct 0- 
00 doin the way which you know not,and. you 
It aſſiſt others in the work which you 
cher Witet ; you cannot lead others, while your 
par are Blind, nor ſtrengthen others, while 
S 0Elres arc weak in Grace. 
iter Ticr- 


Therefore $ $a 
NETEeLtore elf-Reformation muſt | ; And 
Family-Reiormarion z wn 
for . ty: Can —_. F JECT IEOY ri 
nd for your Aſſiſtance,thi « fo 
bly _ to each of wy Metnodishum jj to 
1. Retire from the world for ſome ti book 
on from my mind all thooghts of Lal xl 
ncerns about It "1h 
for fpiritual 7 ar Sag ——— bis 
2. Conſider that thou halt a faculty 0 icy 
of thinking,whereby thou art rv in © 
ſj picitual Things, and to converſe with ſpiritualſ” of 
Beings : And that this ſpiritual part of thee 
is out of its Element, and acting contraryto % 
Nature, when it is employed about earthly 
Thiags. A 
3. Conſider that thou gaveſt not Being to foi 
thy ſelf; for thou canſt not make thy ſelf wi-& 
ſer nor taller ; thou canſt not give to thyſ: 
the things which thou wanteſt; thou canſt 
not add one finger to thy Hand, nor one jolt 
to thy Body ; neither can any other Creature 
give them to thee. And this will oblige th&eÞ;a 1. 
to believe, that there is a Supream Beit, Thi 
which made all things, and upon whomal Fi runs 
depend. wk 
4. Being convinced that there 1s a God, of 
2 Supream Being, who made and maintainsal &, 
things,and to whomall are accountable ; ſure- I 
ly there muſt be ſome acknowledgments of de- . 
pendance upon him , and of Duty towar tr 
him; and this will oblige thee to enquire after 
his Will, Laws and Commands. 5. And 


E443 


4; And Gnce his Will and Laws are to be 
Elo inowhere ſolikely,as in that Book which 
a*Y.1ed the BIBLE, and which is commonly 
..- {rdfor bis Word, thou wilt think it thy 
mY; to enquire diligently and ſeriouſly into 
Bok, and remark every thing contained 
rin, which will wonderfully inform thy 
By Kod direft thy Judgment, and ſhew thee 
0: tis will and ways,and thy ſtate and duty. 

xicularly, this Holy Book will teach thee 
ny: Six Things; without the knowledge 


= reof thou art not. ſafe, and canſt not be 


Car j| 


, That Man was created innocent and ho- 
adued with the Image of God, whereby 

VSrs admirably furniſhed and fitly qualifyed 

_  Jikrify and enjoy God. 

; $2 That God the Creator made a Covenant 
Man, including all his Poſterity, promi- 
them Life and Happineſs upon their Obe- 
Ke; and threatning them with Death and 
ky, upon their Diſobedience. 

} That Man did diſobey, and rebelled a- 
[his Maker, and turned away from him, 
Made himſelf and all his Poſterity, ſaful 
Miſerable ; ſo that the holy Nature of God 
red him, the righteous Law of God con- 
| Fd bim, and the Hogour and Juſtice of 

. F<qured,that the Curſe of the Law ſhould 

_ Fiſted upon him. 

+ Man being thus become abominable and 
ble, he was altogether unable to nellony 
im- 
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hisMercy,and-no Merit to procure his Fvorr 
Yea, he had no Creature in Heaven not Fart! 
to befriend bim, nor to interceed for him,” 


himſelf to his former State; he had no nowee 
to ſatisfy the Juſtice of God, no kill to intreis 


tn 
NNE 
" 7 


5- Inthis extremity of Miſery, the infnite® | 


ly wiſe and gracious God, was pleaſed toyit 
Mankind, and did promiſe, and indue tim 


ſent a Saviour to redeem him, and to reftgr 


him to Favour, and that without any neceffit 
merit or motive, but only of his own freeloj 
and abundant Grace, Ger. 3. 15. 70. 3.16, 
6. That in and through this Saviour, Got 
was graciouſly pleaſed to enter into nel 
Terms with Man, to make. a Covenant « 
Grace with him, promiſing Life and Salvatio 


ro thoſe who believe,and receive him upon; 


terms that he is offered ; apd denonncingU&t 


and Damnation to thoſe who believe not, bu! 


deſpiſe and reje& this Saviour, o. 3.18, 36 
Queſt. What needs all this? Is Sinſogrea 

ati Evil as to offend God, and make Mano 

ſerable ? 


Anſw. Sin is the greateſt Evil in the woriagt 


and the only Cauſe of all other Evil, becauſe 
is contrary to the Nature and Will fi 


greateſt Good. It is the only thing in We 
world that God hates, yea, he muſt abbor ame 
puaiſh it, becauſe it is contrary £0 hisFull 
and Holineſs, and the violation of his Lang 
which are holy, juſt and good, Hab. 1.23: * 

So that as the Law of God is violated 


y - 
W2 
Tv; 


La 
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\ tmuſt be repaired by Suffering, either in 
winger or his Surety. For the honour of 
js concerned to 'vindicate his Juſtice, and 
aftice is concerncd to maintain his Law. 

Jluf, Adam ſinned,and muſt I ſuffer ? what 
dhis fin affect me ? 

p, Adam being the natural and federal 
to all Mankind, his guilt is reckoned 
; his puniſhment t is due to thee, his cor- 
| natare is inherent in thee, and many 
fRebellion and Tranſgreſlion like unto 

bare been eommitted by thee. And if 
'oMidid moſt juſtly condemn the whole world 
elin, he may likewiſe moſt juſtly con- 
thee for many ſins. 
, What way then can I be ſaved? 
ith , There is Salyation to be obtained. 
thou diligently ſtudieſt two Books,thou 
- hif8#thereby diſpoſed to look and long for 
; Winour, and gladly accept of him,being of- 
rex08110to thee. 
d niÞtoully ſtudy the Book of God's Law, 
y perſuaded, that all the Precepts 
viare holy, juſt and good, and do oblige 
d 2s well as the outward Man, the 
tad Aﬀections as well as Words and 
P 3, and declareth every one accurſed 
tinveth not in every thing written in 
#to do the ſame, Dext.27.26.Gal.3.10, 
E cannot paſs by a Tranſgreſſion,nor 
Wwe a Nn, 
uigently acquaint thy ſelf with the 
B Book 
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Book of thine own Conſcience;that thoy mh 
know thy ſelf; and thouuwilrt fihd, thattht 
art a Sinner, and a Tranſgreſſor of the theh 
Laws of God, both in thoughts, wotlsa 


a&ions. - Yea, thou wilt fitid,that in thy watt 


ral and unregenerate State, thoy-doſt doth 
but ſin, Heb.11.6: Rom. 87,8, | Andintlhitye 
newed State, thou doſt nothing without" 
Eccleſ. 7.20, 10.1.8, ,9Il 
Thou wilr find, that naturally thon art4@ſf? 
ſtirore of the Image of God 3 that thou 'oiev* 
dead in T reſpalles and Sins; #nd art by na 
a child of Wrath, and lyable to the juſtJa 
ments of God, Rom. 5.18. Epbeſ. 2. 134." 
That thy whole Man is corrupted, ant fb 
ſures of wickedneſs in every ficulry of thyth 
1, Thy Underſtanding is-full 'of Dithiehſ®*s 
and Error, great ignorance of God and of i 
ritual Things,and yet thou would be accoongyn 
wife, but art negligent in ſeeking after ret 
Knowledge, Eph. 4. 18. —© c 
2, Thy Willis obſtinate, perverſe a#de 
trary to-g0od, rebelling afid fighting apan 
God and his Law, and wholly inclinedtoE 
and Vanity, Fo. 5. 40. 9 —_ 
3. The Cofiſcience is perverted,corrufited _” 
defited, full of treachery, deceit and leS, apr” 
call evil good, and good evil, and to natoere 
Soul with formal preterices and ſhadows;WIt 
out ſincerity or reality, 1 Tim. 4.2, Tit.1: 
4. The Memory is corrupted and vain, 
to forget God, dependarice vpor hin; and 


E 


( 14: ) 


ytowards him, both as-to matter and 


ter, ſubſtance and quality. It is apt to re- 


Vickednels, Vanity and T rifles, but to.let 
{ul and neceſſary Truths. 4 
iThe AﬀeCtions and Paſſions are all cor- 
dand abuſed 3 our admiration; our love, 


Wager, opr hatred; our defire; our fear, our 


N grief, Our anger, @&'c. are often em- 
« and exerciſed- about things quite con- 


an Mito the appointment of Gods Law. 


lat the heart of Man is þecome a very 
vate thing,a ſink of Sin and mais of Cor- 
vifull of Malice, Impiety and Impuricy, 
yihe ſpiritualand heayen:;born Soul is 
deſpicable, haſe and miſerable, a ſlave 
aun Servants, yea cven to its greateſt 
ies, under < =p kb of Sin;$atan, the 
and the Fleſh. * 
my the greateſt miſery of all-is, That 
ra not fenſible of this his miſerable candi- 
be knows it nat, he is not affeted with'it ; 
$ light. nader his load, and:is chearful 
mains, fancying himſelt ſafe, happy and 
ey. 3. 17. Ard why ? becauſe iijs mund 
' "Wed, and his heart hardned. For 1tis of 
Ware of fia to blind the Mind and barden 
Wart, a3 well as. to defile the Conſcience 
Mate the 'Sou]. Thar very fin which 
the Man guilty, makes him likewiſe palt 
b Eph. 4.18, 19. 
isme ! js this my condition ? Am Ione 


Emiſerable creatures? Am I yet in 3 
B 2 natural 
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natural and unregenerate State? | am oy 
ſafe. What ſhall I do ? 
If thou art truly awakened from thy Lethar.h 
2)» and convinced of thy Sin and Miſery; j 
thou art deeply humbled under a ſenſe of the 


ſame ; if thou art perſwaded, that thou candor 


not be ſaved by thy own Power, thy Skill, th 
Duties, nor thy Merits; if thou art fo humble; 
that thou art willing to be beholden to anc 


ther for help and ſafety ; yea, if thou bafti "= 


hungring and thirſting Deſires after Salvation 
and art glad to ſubmir to any terms to eſcapeli 
Sin and Miſery, and to obtain Happineſs andarer: 
Glory: Then (and not rill then)art thou ft 

to hear of Chriſt the Saviour, and to receive 
that comfortable invitation, 2at.1 1.28, Cond 
unto me, &c. Iſaiah F5.1,2. | 


Chriſt came to ſeek and to ſave ſuch loſt Sn-Wherf 


ners, as deſpair of Salvation any other wayj 

He wall be a Phyſitian to ſuch ſick Souls. | 
Behold the Terms of the Goſpel-Covenatt, 

If thou truly and ſincerely repenteſt of ſin, 


that thou inwardly loatheſt and abhorreſt it, &e.s., 


and thy ſelf, for being guilty of it. If thoutr- 
ly and ſincerely believeſt in Chriſt, ſo 10Y 
prize him above all chings; If thou receivelt 
and accepteſt of Him upon the Terms of the 
Covenant of Grace,as he is offered in the Goh 
pel, for thy Prophet and Teacher, for thy 
Prieſt and Peace-maker, for thy King and Rt 
ler, for thy Lord, and Law-giver, as wel 3 
thy Saviour and Redeemer; if thou _ 
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mitteſt thy ſelf unto him, and art as 
'W#to give obedience to him as to receive 
M0 from him,to be ſanfified by his Spi- 
well as to be ſaved by his Merits; and 
reſolveſt to continue ſtedfaſt in this hap- 
wer of Mind to the end of thy life ; then 
ſis pardoned, thy Soul regenerated, thy 
andtified, and thy Salvation infallible; 
&1. 70. 6. 35, 37. Jo. 5- 24. Fo. 3. 18, 36. 
iter thou haſt laid the firm Foundation of 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,thou dili- 
haddeſt to thy Faith, Vertue, Knowledge, 
Wrance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly 
Witeſs,Charity, and the reſt of thoſe heaven- 
ences and holy Vertues, which are Fruits 
ks of Faith ; and duſt abound in all 
WM, iQing all Graces, praGiſing all Vercues, 
*]rformiog all Duties ; and yet :rci!ting in 
ffthem, bur only 1n Jeſus Chriſt for Sal- 
0; Then art thou as ſure to be eternally 
thou art ſure that thy Repentance is 
wEly Faith true, and thy Obedience ſincere, 
5-4. Att. 3. 19. Mark 16. 16, Att, 16. 
Heb,4.9. 2 Per.1.5,10, 11. 
earetull ſtill, to uſe humble and hearty 
5, a5 the Mean to procure all this, Mat. 
+ And ſtill apply unto, and depend upon 
"Fly Spiric, as the effetual worker of all 
bon, 8.26. Fo. 15.5- 2Cor. 3.5. 
om, my Friends, 1h:s is the way, walk ye 
[tye know theſe things, happy are ye, if 
$a teach them. Be not content to go to 
Heaven 
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Heaven alone, buttake compaſſion upon gig; 
and help rhem forward inthis good way, Þ 
{wade your ſelygs, that Chriſt's command ofifi« 
liges you, Luks 22: 32, | "> 

When you are Converted,  rengthen Jo 
Brethren, eſpecially your Children, Servant. 
and all within your gates, and. under youlh; 
Charge. _ 2 
. , God's Command is your -Duty, and hin 
you to obedience in this particular, Mat.22.3 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf 
Queſt. What Method ſhall we uſc in Reforlfc 
ing our Families ? 

. - Azſw. Having brought your Mind to alg 
-ous Frame, and being perſwaded of the necplihls.} 
ſity and excellency of Holineſs, and haviiyr 
learned the Duties of Humility and Sell-Di 
nyal ; Then follow this Method, 

1. Preſently ſet np,and zealouſly keepupiha... 
Worſhip of God in your Families,uſe Praſe 
Praiſes, and reading of the Scriptures twice 
very day at leaſt, in preſence of all the Fanu; 
let nothing be an ordinary hindrance of way... 
daily Sacritices each day 3 and on the Loa 
Day, let theſe Duties be doubled, as the 01 
Sacrifices were, Numb. 28.9, 10 _ 

2, Spend one hour at leaſt, in inſtru*W; ; 
and examining your Children and Servalt» ie. 
explaining Difficulties, and opening the meal 
ing of the Scriptures to them. At firſt youT3 
ſet chem Tasks in ſome fit Books of Queue 
and Anſwers, till their capacity be enlarge. 

Eſpect ? 


ee oo. On Wor at. er wot .— Ao tc. AwS.. Ae erent 
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NierWuly be careful to teach them to know 
» Fflves, what they are in their natural and 
0d ISace, .and What the'effefts, conſequents 
ates of fin2re 3 and'this will make your 
w-work more caſy. For if you can tho- 
Mr convince them, that they are ſinners, 
Wet the wages of every fin is death and 
+ Kition, and: that there is no ſafety but in 
WChciſt,; and that ih him is perfect Righ- 
hand plenteous Redemption to all that 
rceive him as he is offered ; Then it will 
*Wf to. perſwade them to learn to know 
it and the Method of Salvation by him- 
W will be .glad to be direRed to the City 
N ſlipe, when they ſee themſelves _ 
| m__ of the Sin-revenging God, an 
tktoall the Cutſes of his Law. 
kereas Without the knowledge of thern- 
Sand their own State, they will not defire 
twledye of Chriſt, nor ſubmit to Chri- 
Duties. What are all- the Phyſitians in 
\toa Man in Health and Vigour, or all 
Wikces'of Refuge ro a Man ghat thinks 
"Walt honeſt-and innocent. 
3 Allow them time, and exhort them to 
Wire it in ſecret Prayer, reading the Scrip- 
, Mediration, and examining their own 
3; and give them directions how to do 
"— Wthings to good purpoſe. 
-ſtion Lit your holy Example be their conſtant 
1, and your watchful Eye their conſtant 
vr, and your frequent and familiar Con- 
= ="  —_— 
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ferences with them, be their conſtant Ea 
ragement. Occaſional Advices and pious i ® 
retions inſinuated and dropt into them #" 
VVork, or at Meals, will wonderfully dra ©* 
and ſet forward your ſolemn Teachings. on 

5. Neple&t not to uſe Meekneſs and parti " 
ences Love and Kindneſs in all your DeglinoÞ* * 
with them, in matters of Religion, that the 
may be convinced, that you chiefly intend th ba: 
good of their Souls. 

6. Let no ſtubborn Deſpiſers of Piety x 
tnain within your Doors, leſt they poiſon th! 
reſt, and render your Labours fruitleſs. 

7. Encourage the traCtable and diligent, 
firſt, with little Rewards, till they comet 
feel che ſweetneſs of Holineſs, the power e 
Grace, and the habits of Vertue; till they bF * 
acquainted with the teachings of the holy Spi 
rit, and then your work will be pleaſant and}, 
delightful, your Scholars will then becomgF*#* 
Teachers. K 

If you doubt of your Duty, and think tha 
this is more than is required of you, then catggu 
ſider theſe Arguments to prove your Obliga by 
£10N, 

1. It is the expreſs command, and poſitive 
Law of the great King of Heaven, the loving 
and gracions God, that you ſhould teach anc 
inſtruct your Families ; and therefore 1t 1s you 
indiſpenſible Duty : And you cannot neglect 
it without Rebellion againſt yourCreator,ſolr 
Father and Soveraign. Take your Bible, he 


(17) 
conſider theſe Texts, Deut. 6, 4. Det. 
9, Deut. 4.109 Eph. 6. 4. 


Ml: God's faitiiiul Children and Servants 


arefully performed rhis Duty. Chriſt 
d with and inſtructed his Family, Luke 
Mark 4. 10, 14. Cornelizs feared God 


Wl bis Houſe, 4c. 10. 2. .4braban's pur- 
Wk pproved of che Lord, Ger. 18. 19, And 


lardcells you, Jo. 8. 39. If ye were Abra- 
; Children, ye would do the Works of Abra- 


SY; that is, if ye had Faith, ye would imi- 


ts Example. 
t holy David's Prattice be your daily 


Ser, Pſal. 101. 2 Sam. 6. 20, 


The Law of Nature obligerth you to this 
1; your Children are pieccs of your ſelves, 


: Wjour Servants ſtand in a near relation to 
$ !ou feed and cloath their Bodies, and 
mityour Daty co do ſo; it is unnatural 


& to neglect and ſtarve the Soul, and ſuf- 


@"p:riſh for want of knowldge and good 


Won, They cannot ſerve you without 
but with the whole Manz therefore 
pit totake care of the whole Man, and 


iveg® Jour greateſt care upon the better 


loving 
ch It 


;Mherwiſe many Birds and Beaſts are 
behind with you. Let your Religion 


s yourſſuon appear, in taking more care of the 


eglect 


Jour 


8of the moſt high God, than of your 
id Horſes. 


, read he Oath of God is upon you by your 


ad 


w Ergagements, that you will keep 
C God's 
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GowJs holy VVill and Commandments all the 
days of your life ; and you daily pray, thath& 
VViIll of God may be done on Farth as iti 
in Hcaven. 

And fince it is the Command and Will | 
God, that you worſhip Him in your Familie U 
and oblige all that are under your chargetod - 
the ſame, you mock God, if youat nota, 


cording to your Promiſe and Prayers, and yof;.. 
LIN 


e1ve your {cives the lye, when you do not 
you 13y. 


5- God hath 1ntruſted you with the cha 


of your F:miliesas his Vicegerent and Dept 
and hath inveſted you with Chriſt's three6 
fices, to enable you to diſcharge that Truſt, 


1, Ota Prophet,to inſtruR and teach alluh,.. 


der your charge, to make known to them 
mind of God. 
2. OfaPrieſt, to offer up to God the $; 
fices of Prayer and Praiſes, with and for thet 
3. Ofa King, to rule, govern,and keep go 
order in your Family ; to rebuke and pun, 
Error and Vice, and to encourage and renal.” 
Picty and Vertye. = 
And ſince you muſt give account of this Jo... 
Charge and Steward!hip to the righteFe:. 
Judge, be careful ſo to manage and dilchar 
It, that neither the Law of God, the Golpelie 
Chriſt, your own Conſcience, nor any ns 
family,may accuſe or condemn you at that( 
6. Seriouſly conſider the bad and drea 
eſfe&s of the neglect of Family-Pictys 5 , 
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ts all the yyou, Prov. 22. 6, Train up 4 Child in the 


, thatth 


1 as it 


1 Willi 
Familie 
rgetod 
ct nota 
and vc 
0 not 


e chat! 
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pherein he ſhorld go, and when he tis ol, he 
Ing depart from'it, So that all the Enbr- 
js and ImPp1cties that every where abound, 
the miſerable and unhappy conſequences 
ur neglect and careleſneſs. And when all 
& Iniquities are charged upon your ſcore, 
kt adreadful reckoning will it make? No 
gksto you, that Englazd is yet preferved, 
{doth not (uffer like Sodom. 
; Conſider the plorious and comfortable 
kits that will attend your diligent and faith- 
diſcharge of Family-Duties ; and that in a 
ſold reſpect. 
. Inreſpect of the Publick. Your Fami- 
pare the Nurſeries and Ser inaries both of 
lrch and State. Pariſhes, Towns, Cities 
[Societies are made up of them, and all Re- 
ons flow from them. 

Therefore to make Familics good and reli- 
ms, is the moſt ready way to make good 
pitrates, good "Subjects, good Minlters, 
bd Church Members, good Husbands, good 
Ines, good Maſters, 'good Servants, good 
ends agd good Neighbours. : 

that if your Families be Schools of Picty 
lVertue, both Church and Commonwealth 
U reap the Fruits of your Labours, and 
retly commemorate your Commendation. 
Neither Magittrates nor Miniſters arc fo ca- 
veto do this as you are, becauſe your Fami- 
Bare continnally under your Eye, and do 
more 


S I Ws 
more immediately depend upon you; and «ur: 
more awed by you. dw 
Bv this your religious care and diligencelis ble 
ye mizhr be very helpful both to Magiltraeyis. 
and Miniſters, and make their Offices plealM;nd 
fant and delightful, which now are comfort th 
Icſs and toilſom. Particularly you woul@ a 
greatly aſſiſt and encourage Miniſters, by piers t 
paring the ground wherein they might ſonffiſhe ! 
rh-j- Sc29, by laying a good Foundation off yitt 
ſound and ſolid Principles, whereupon theitem 
m:2":r nuild by Preaching; whereas now blll You 
vour nezieCt, their Labour is loſt, and theigfſupp! 
P:ins unprofitable. mme 
Moreover, were your Families reformedon | 
aiid made Sanctuaries for the VVorſhip and 
Service of God, good Miniſters would tak&Wiiic 
pleaſure to viſit you, to aſſiſt and encourage 
you: VVhereas now they are afraid to come 
near you, leſt they be flattered, flouted or 
vainly diverted by your carnal Conyerfation, 
For I verily ſuppoſe, that much of the fauk 
Iyes in you, that they do not praQice that at- 
tient and laudable cuſtom of teaching from 
houſe to houſe, whereby they might do more Wiat 
good to Souls in one year, than perhaps they Wat 
can do by publick Preaching in ſeven, w 1 
2, In reſpect of your ſelves, the effets of Ye 
your religious care of your Families will b* Wal 
2reat. VVhen the Inhabicants of your houſe 
become the Children and Servants of the great 
King of Heaven, your Families will be agg oy 
X # 
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ourable ; the rich Bleſſings of the boun- 
d will be multiplyed unto them,as La- 
x bleſt for Jacob's ſake, and Potiphar 
7, Moreover,they will be moreactive, 


nd faithful in ſerving you, when they 


(their Duties in the fear of the Lord, 
na Principle of good Conſcience. Piety 
s the beſt Policy. 
The Fruits of your religious Care will be 
ith reſpect ro your Children and Ser- 
temſelves, both as to time and eter- 
Your holy care may be a Mean to make 
7py,both here and hereafter, You may 
ments of preventing and preſerving 
m many Miſcarriages, Misfortunes and 


ws, which the want of good Education, 
WF iitious courſe expoſcs them to, and of 


Ins them from eternal Damnation. 
wy, my Friends, what greater honour, 
Ik and comfort can you deſire, than 
employ and fignalize your ſelves, 1n 
& honourable and happy Inſtruments 
ing God, and of reforming both 
band Kingdom, of promoting Religion, 
Wing the defigns of Satan, of prevent- 
l removing much Wickedneſs , and 
wmany Souls to eternal happineſs. 
fore zealouſly ply your work, and 
uly expect your Reward, from Him 
Ul promiſed, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Them that 
will T honour, fc. Dan. 12. 3. They 
nary to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the 
Stars, 


C4i23h \ 
Stars, for ever and ever, James's, 20: Hei 
Ccomvertetn a Sinner from the evil of bis way, (lus 
fave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hidea nul 
euae of Sins, Plal. 112.6. The 71 ghteous hallWne! 
in everlaſtin 'o remembrance, Mat, 2 5+ 46, l hi 
Righteous ſhall go into Life eternal. Hes 

Let ihis encourage your diligence, that yt 
ſatisfaction and comfort will be great int 
lifc, your Memory will be ſweet to Polkrifflht 
and your Reward will be everlaſting GloryKyt 

Notwithſtanding all that hath been ; 
wicked Men and Hypocrites will be apt 
make ſeveral Objections, to excuſe themſel 
from this Noble and Excellent Work; uot : 
which I ſhall ſubjoin proper Anſwers, MeNo 
many Arguments and Motives, to encoury jud; 
your Labour and excite your Diligence. We! 

1 Object, If we ſhould inſtruct our FamilWhur © 
we may make them Hypocrices, we can glori 
make them Chriſtians; Its God alone th; thi 
can change the Heart. weclec 

Anſw. God ordinarily worketh by mea care 
and beſtoweth his Grace in the uſe of the Great 
dinances which he hath appointed. V ViateWayh f 
God worketh in us or, for us, He ordinarhzn r 
doth by us, and with us ; and what He profiohy, 
ſeth to us as Bleſſings, he requireth of us3 prin; 
ties, Ezek. 36. 26. Ezeh. 18. 31. rdly 

2 Objeit. The work Is impoſſible, the C3 There 
deſperate; wickedneſs is become fo untver hpi 
that it is folly to attempt a Reformation Bp bye 


Anſw. God and his Servants ns q 


# 


a 
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«Phil. 4. 13. God hath promiſed his ho- 
He vir to all thoſe who ask him, Zuke 1 x, 13, 
9, (WaSpirit of Wiſdom, Counſel and Power, 
« nulWijon ſincerely uſe the means of his Ap- 
v (raloent, He will guide you into afl Truth, 
6, .JFilbelp your Inficmities,he will encourage 

earts, direct your Judgments, and aſ- 
nt Jr Endeavours. 
t 10 WY, 0bje#, We have not time nor leaſure to 
oftcriffflat our Families every day, and to call 
_ pto account, to pray with them, and read 
en lan, Cc. 
 2tYbſvp, You will find time to eat, drink, 
ſel, and to enjoy your ſenſual Pleaſures, and 
©; Uhret to mind ſpiritual Pleaſures, which are 
, SHrNoble? You will find time to die, and 
courFee judged, and why not to prepare for the 
b } 
atmillFſur only buſineſs in the world is to honour 
 canWlelorify God, and to work out your Salva- 
nc tl: this is the one thing needful : if this be 

eted, all other buſineſs Is tono purpoſe. 
meFlkcareful to Redeem your time from theſe 
the errezt Robbers, and you will have leaſure 
nate Woh for ſpiritual concerns : to wit, from, 
10Wfzin Recreations, 2.Vain Diſcourſes, 3.Vain 
Prooghts, 4. Immoderate Slceping, Eating 
5 UBDrinking ; and 5. Immoderate Care abou 
dy Buſineſs. ; 
C'S There is, nothing can hinder your minding 
VI Spiritual concerns of your ſelves and Fami- 
 W, but the Vanities of the VVorld, or the 
4 nn 1 10: CIR Luſts 
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Euſts of the Fleſh; and theſe ye have reno 

ccd in your Baptiſm, and vowed a perpety; 
VVar againſt them ; ſo that you are perjuredi 
if you ſuffer your ſelves to be entangled af 

bindred by them, Mat. 16. 26. 1 70.2, 15,16,0* 

4 Object. It 1s below us to ſtoop to ſomes 


an Office, as to teach Children and Servant 


the firſt Principles of Religion; we can e 
ploy onr ſelves more Nobly in the Tavert 0 
Alehouſe, in playing at Cards, - or converſin 
with our Friends. | 
Anſw. This is rather the Language of Pr: 
tice, than of the Tongue. 
Chriſt our Lord was of another mind, whi 


went about doing good, and hath left us wifit 


Example that we ſhould follow his ſteps. 
took delight, and counted it his Meat and hi 
Drink, to do the VVill of his heavenly Father; 
and ſo ſhould we, Prov, 11. 30, He that wits 


neth Souls, is riſe. 
Lemis IX. King of France, was found teach 


ivg a Kitchen-Boy : and being asked why bee: 


ſtoop:r to ſo mean an Office ? he ſaid, The means 
eſt Child of Adam has as pretions 4 Soul a mite, 
and bouzht with the ſame pretiousBlood of Cirifh Wis” 
and muſt ſhine in Heaven, or fry in Hell for tv, 
The firſt ſtep ro Chriſtianity, is a profound 


humility. A proud Chriſtian is a painted Devil: 
5 Objet. VVe are alhamed'to begin that. Ex- 

erciſe, which we have often intermitted, or 

long neglected. | 


Anſw. If thou art aſhamed to repent and 
| ; amend, 


(ent "nh 
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and to own Chriſt and his Service,pre- 

ee to receive that Sentence, Deparre from 

wporkers of Iniquity, Luke-13. 57, Mark 
{Chriſt rejoiced to take our Nature, that 
he die, LO redeem us. VVe ſhould re- 

5 have our Nature renewed, that we 
ome like him, and be made partakers 


khalvation, 2 Cor..5. 17. Rom: $. g. 


F, VVeare wllling to ſet.up theWor- 
(God, and to reform our Families, but 


Wir loath to begin yet; we would have 


vb ſhew-us the way, and bring this Exer- 
ito-coſtom. 
, All Delays are dangerous, but here 
we damnable, becauſe contrary'to God?s 
unds, Heb. 3. 7,8. 2 Cor. 6.2. If you 
your ſelves, and poſtpone, decline and 
hisgreat and neceſſary work, God may 


'Fitemove you out of the way, and raiſe up 


Sho may be Inſtruments of a great and 


bdsReformation, which you may never 
thebappineſs to ſee. For the glorious 
rill be glorified, and his holy Name ſhall 
bred ; and happy they who ſhall be in- 


ants of it. Let a holy Ambition always 


&your Souls, and covet that Honour 
ometh from God. If you defire-the 
ſtHonour and Reward, do-not decline 


eft VVork. ; 
Gf. VVe ſhall be jeered and laughed 
[we be/ſingular, and differ from our 


wors, 
| D Anſw. 
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Anſw. Sober ſingularity, is ſafer thay win 
zmpiety. Ir is better to walk alone in Goofs 
way, than with company in the Devils. As 
world goes now, none can get to Heaven, whfl;.. 

go not coutrary to, its courſe. Let Johwif 
Reſolution be your Example, 7of. 24. 15, M 
for me and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lindf, 
Yea, the great God commands you to be ſing; 
lar, Exod. 23.2. Thou ſhalt not follow a mul 
rude to do evil, ROM. 12. 2. Be not conformed 
this world, Yea, you need not be altogethel 


ſingular ; join Counſels with ſome honeffi”,, 


Neighbours, and encourage and aſliſt oneane 
Ther. _ d ! 
8 Obje&.,.If we ſhall ſpend ſo much time 


bout Religious Matters as is requiſite to aÞ,,, 


compliſh theſe ends, we ſhall negleR our Eng, 
ployments, loſe our Cuſtom, - and ſo becon 
Poor. | 
Anſw. That is the ſuggeſtion of Sata a 
the diſtruſtfulneſs of thy corrupt heart. 66 
Promiſes are a ſure Portion, Mat. 6, 33. Luk 
12.31» 32, Pal. 84. 11. Pfal; 37.3: 
Moderate your worldly Deſires and ſealug 
Appetites ; deny the extravagant Corey 
your corrupt Nature, and be contented, VF 
have Food and Rayment ; then you are 5K 
as you deſire to be, and no Man 1s more. : 
If your greateſt care be for the betterPt 
you will find by experience;that a few thoug! 
of holy Faith, Hope and Truſt, will ſave yup 


reat many thovehts. cares and fears foryol 
greal Y guts, Cal Tempat 
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al puQenoral Life. Notice theſe Texts, Prov, 


l 


12, 3» 4, 22. Pal. 34. 10, 22, 
Obie, It we ſhall addict our ſelves to a 


b jgjous Life, then we ſhall be dull, mopiſh 
WE nelancholy, and never have a joyful day 


pleaſant hour. 
bſw, Miſtake not the Shadow for the Sub- 


dc; carns] Pleaſures are tranſhent and vain, 


firicual Pleaſures are ſatisfying and dura- 
Job20. 5. The triumphing of the Wicked is 


#*; and the joy of the Hypocrite us but for a 


ut, Pſal. 37. 35, 36- You may read, Fob 
ob 20, Fob 21. Prov. 24. 20. how unſa- 


« Hing and uncertain the Pleaſures -of the 


ted are. 


Tuthly Pleaſures may for a ſcaſon gratify 
Feathly part of -ns, the Bodily Appetites, 
Wihey can never fill che unlimited Deſires of 
Fſpiritaal Subſtance the Soul, which thoſe 
WS have been under trouble of Mind, do 


by experience. 


Wled,ſenſoal and earthly-minded perſons, 


& Souls are dead; and Conlciences alleep, 


Pen to rejoice and be merry, when they 
Flhe Objects of their Deſires; bur their 
both ſhallow and ſhort, Prov. 14- 13. Even 


pbter the Heart is ſorromful, and the end 
Mirth is heavineſs, 


\Pbtrue, the Children of God may have 


kd and ſorrowful hours, before they be 
( of their Reconciliation with God ; the 


"Jad ſenſe of their corrupt Nature their 


D 2 ſinful 
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Gafut State and ſinful Practices, their eftranys 
ment from God, and.theſenſe of his dilples 
ſure againſt (in, their daily rebelling corrup- 


tions, and reſtleſs enemies, do coſt themmy/ 


ny Groans, Sighs and Tears, much Sorrow Tj 


and Lamencation; yet the end of that heari-% 


neſs is Joy, Pſal. 30. 5- Weeping may endun 


or a nicht, but joy cometh #n the morning. 


In the midſt of all their Sorrows and Suffer. T 


ings, the faithful Servants of God can drank 


preſent Comfort, ſolid Joy, and ſpiritual Re 


joycing, from theſe five Springs which never 


fall. 
1. From the Fountain of God's Bounty and 
Goodneſs, who gives to all Men liberally. 
They recounting the great Mercies and ms 
ny Bleſſings which they enjoy, and finding that 


they far exceed the Troubles they undergo, 
their hearts are filled with Praiſe and Thank 


giving, whereby their Minds are eaſed, anc 
their Souls comforted, ſo that they can joyf! 
ly ſerve tlie God of their Mercies, eyen wiki 


he ſeems to frown upon them, Fob 1, 21. a4 


2. 10. and 13. 15» 


2, They find the Spirit of God carrying uh 


the work of SanCtification in their Souls, inh 
ordinary method, firſt hnmbling the Soul,anc 
breaking the hearr, exciting to Mourning/Cob 
trition and Repentance, before he Intimate 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs. And they know, th 

he who is now a ſanRifier and worker ofgrict 
will ere long, appear to be a Comforter at 


wicnc's 


Ic 
wff 


; the 


be 
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if ofprace, Mar. 5.4. Pſal.126.5,6. Rom. 
i6 They know that the Penitent have 
iſe of Pardon ; and finding Repentance 
Mifng in their Hearrs, by their hatred and 
fog of fin ; in hope of pardon of Sin, 
xewmch God, and Inhericance among them 
re fanctified, they joy in the Lord, and 
mein the God of their Salvation. 
; The VVord of God aſſures them, that 
rare ſpiritual Pleafures ſufficient to fill the 
*Wirs of the Soul, Fo. 16. 24. 1 Fo. 1.4. Pſ. 
F.1. And their Spirits do experimentally 
this Truth ; fo thatthey are filled with 
nd Peace in believing, Rom. 15. 13. and, 
ory even in T'ribut#,n, Rom. 5. 2, 3- 
L The Promiſes of Cod are an overflowing 
tin of Joy, Peace and Comfort to all the 
wfol, The Child of God eſteems them 
KSitiens, 2nd would not part with them for 
mole world, 2 Per. 1.4. Pſal. 119. 72+ 
Theſe Promiſes do fully aſſure us, that Sor- 
and Monrning ſhall come to an end, and 
tſoy,Peace and Comfort, ſhall ſucceed;and 
ie for ever, Jo. 16. 20, Iſaiah 5l. 1. 
1, 4, | 
| The Children of God do rejoice, and 
ward comfort in their Union with 
and Conformity to him. Singe he who 
tHead, did live here a Life of Sorrows 
Aerings, and then entre1 into his Glo- 
;they rejoice to ſuffer with him, that they 
t glorified cogether with him, 1 Per. 4. 
hom. $. 17. 50 
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So you ſee, and you ought to believe; the 


if you ſincerely love and ſerve God, you m; 
have ſolid Joy and continual Comfort from 


theſe five grounds: 1. From God's love and #! 


goodneſs. 2, From the Workings and Wir- 


neſs of the glorious Spirit. 3. From the # 
Truth of God. ' 4. From his gracious Pro. Þ 


miſes. And, 5. From your intereſt in Chriſt, 
and likeneſs.to him. Yea, Prayer and Medi- 


tation will never fail to refreſh the Soul, and 


chear the heart. 


| 


So that it 1s your great miſtake to think, that I, © 


Religion yields no Pleaſure, but is a dull and F 


Melancholy State ; yt is great ignorance and 


deluſion, that makes's fen to think or ſpeakſo, Þ 


contrary to God's Word, and his Childrens 


Experience, Prov. 3.17. All her ways are way: | 


of pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are peace, Pal 
34.8. Otaſte, and ſee that God is good ; bleſs 
5 the Man that truſteth in him, Pal. 64. 5. M 
Soul ſhall be ſatisfied as with Marrow and Fat- 


eſs, and my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with jou F** 


Lips. 


Brutiſh and fit for the Body, that earthly part 


of us, and are common to us with the Bruty C 
and which ſome of them enjoy in a _ mea- F* 


ſure than we do. Only ſpiritual Plealures us 


fit for ſpiritual Beings. 


Yea, there is no true Pleaſure in the world F 
but in the ways of Religion, becauſe noneelle Þ 
can ſatisfy the Soul, All earthly Pleaſuresare | | 
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| [f this be your temper, that you take more 
ure 1n earthly Things and bodily Con- 
z0s, than 1n Religious Exerciſes and the di- 
we Promiſes : beſure, you are yet in your 
Wir. $zual and ſinful State, and cannot be ſa- 
1 the {i fill you be renewed , regenerated and 
km again, Rom. 8. 5,6, 7, 8,13. fo. 3. 3. 
10 Objett. Our Conſciences tell us, and we 
- Indfeſs ingenuouſly, that the chief cauſe oi our 
lect of theſe Duties, is our Sloth and Lazi- 
&, Prov. 15. 19, 
4rſw. This is as dangerons, deadly and 
| and $*©0ng a Sin as you can be guilty of, and will 
re lily and as effeCtually undo you, as the 
wlt heinous Crimes, ar. 25. 26, 30. The 
ful and unprofitable Servant 1s condemned as 
Ma the wicked, Prov. 18. 9. | 
Every omiſſion of a Duty, is the commiſſion 
ed 190, Fam, 4.17. Roz. 12. 11. 


Fa. | Now, my Friends, 1am perſwaded, that 
oof kt of you will approve of, and aſſent unto, 
at1S here propoſed ; and you will own,that 
orld FP every ones Duty and Intereſt to help tor- 
elle F«Ua Reformation. You do faintly wiſh, O 
are {the world were better! O that People 
part F** more honeſt and faithful! O that my 
J-dren were good and tractable! O that my 
Wants were more honeſt and truſty ! O that 
Sibours were more kind and friendly ! 
\ But Wiſhes are vain, where Endeavours 
*NUCIDB, Prov. 13+ 4+ Prov. 21,25 + 
: T here- 


If 
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Therefore fince your Judgment approves, 
and your Conſcience conſents, let not your 
Will gainſay, and your Practice contradit 
But agree with your ſelf, be all of one yieee 
let all che Faculties of your Soul and Powersg 
your Body, be employed in carrying on opt 
Deſign, to wit, the Glory and Honour:of Gat 
and the eternal Happineſs of Souls, x Cer. 10 
3l. Phil. 2. 4. 

Let.not.notthis Paper be a witneſs apainl 
you, nor a mean to condemn yau, [but rath 
a motive to.excite you, and an:nſtrument tt 
perſwade you. | 

Let your Conſcience be ſo informed an 
exerciſed now, that you may not be alrai 
nor aſham*d of its Teſtimony at the day if And 
Judgment. 


WIC TS, How 
Take heed to ryour ſelves, what Conſcience ſOU 


have 5 : 4 
For Conſcience will damn, and Cmnſainn,," 


will ſave, 


A 
EMORANDUM 


FOR 


Mothers ; 


lad thoſe who expe to be 10. 


inored aud loving Friends, 


OU being reaſonable Creatnres,and called 

dy the Noble Name of CHRISTIANS, 

appoſed and taken for granted, that you 

rell informed in your Judgment, and firm- | 

xrſuaded in your Conſcience, that the Glo- | 
8and Wiſe CREATOR of all things, hath 

F*:0d appointed you to bring forth, and 

w up Children for his Honour and Service, 

tepare Members of his Church on Earth, 

WPrrtakers of his Glory in Heaven. And if 

de thought, that all of you are ambitious 

JsHonour, tobe inſtrumental Cauſes of a 

If Seed and Bleſſed Oft-ſpring, which may 

&v0pthe Church of Chriſt in the world, 

E an 


12 


ſezenc 


© 1 Ma 


and repleniſh Heaven with Saints, to ſhinein 
Glory, and celebrate the Praiſes of the Etern 
King. : 4 Je 

I believe all of you are deſirous of Dignity, Jute 
and ambitious of Honour, and here is Honour Jul V 
indeed, to be the Mothers and Nurſes of little J:fo 
Angels, Children of the moſt high, that may Jy 
reign in Glory, and ſhine in Heaven forever, | [ti 

I believe none of you will ſay, that you are Jic' 
willing to gratify Satan to bring forth and Jupab 
educate Children to be his Slaves, and Subjefs J\on 
of 11j- Kingdom ; who being Enemies to God Ib 
and his Ways, may carry 0n the DeviPs work Jt, 
in the world,and then t-* tormented with him, Jivot 
and how!l in Hell for ever. Jad 

Surely, you will not affirm, that you are J{kal 
willing to go to that place of torment your Jkds 
ſelves, nor to have any of your Children ſo Jie! 
unhappy and miſerable, as to remain in the Jilge 
burning bottomleſs Pic to all Eternity. irnil 

And yet woful Experience doth plainly Jrilt 
ſhew, chat many imprudent and fond Parents J No 
(eſpecially Mothers) are the greateſt Enemies Jutin 
to their own Children, and do further their Jinit 
Ruine and Miſery more than the Devil, oraly Jity« 
other Enemy can do, by gratifying theirſen- Jisa 
ſual Appetites, pleaſing their fooliſh Fancies, Jo! 
ſatisfying their unreaſonable Deſires, pampMt- 
ing their corrupt Nature, encouraging them ia lem 
Vanity and Folly, and perhaps by ſhewingt0n buy 
bad Examples ; in a word, by giving them thei Jthem 


: ; ith- :ng from them (hit Inn 
own Will, and with-holding neceſſryi [li 


_ 


une In 
ternal 
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xceſary inſtruction and ſeaſonableTorreCion, 


itich is requiſite to the renewing of their cor- 


Iyted Nature, and bringing them out of a 


piity, 
Onour 


f little | 


work 
him, 


0 are 
; your 
en {0 
t the 


ainly 
rents 
mics 
their 
rany 
ſen- 
cies, | 


per» 


min Jitem 


hem 
heir | 
that 
aſs 


weof Sin and Vice, into a State of Holineſs 
al Vertue. And by this means, they are fit- 
»for Satan's Service, and prepared to com» 
with moſt of his Temptations. 


| [tismoſt certain, thac neither the Devil nor 


i World, can tempt Children, until they be 
wable of yielding and giving their conſent. 
vw ifthe firſt buddings of Vice and Wicked= 
x ſpringing from the Root of corrupt N2- 
we, were timely ſuppreſſed and removed, the 
(ot would languiſh and decay , and Satan 


Juuld find nothing in them whereupon to fa- 


kn his Temptations, Fo. 14. 30. And ifthe 
keds of true Knowledge, Piety and Vertue, 
retimely and carefully ſown, and duly and 
llizently watered, they would be ſufficiently 
iniſked againſt his Aſſaults, and qualified to 
riſt his greateſt Temptations, Epy. 6.11, 13. 
Now ſince Children are born ignorant (tho? 
innocent) they muſt be taught and in- 
nted, they muſt know their Duty before 
teycandoit; And who can ſo properly do 
ls 5 Parents, eſpecially you M O THER S, 
do have the immediate management of them 
their Tender Age, who are ofceneſt with 
, have greateſt influence upon them, and 
tz moſt capable to oblige and prevail with 
liem, You who are the cauſes of their Being, 
moſt obliged to contribute to their well- 


E 2 Oueſt 
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Queft. What Means ſhall we uk? Wha | 
Method ſhall we take ? 

Anſw.1. Being entred into a Married $ate, & 
and having diligently and faithfully acquainted 
your ſelves with the Duties incumbentupaa f 
you in that State (which God's Word and o- 
ther good Books do teach ; ) let your chief Fj 
Deſign be to honour and glorify God in 
that holy State which he hath ordained. And &h;; 
by bumble Supplication beg his Bleſſing oq 
the means of his own Appointment, that yout 
Seed and Off-ſpring may be inſtruments of his 
Glory, and Subjects of his Kingdom ; And ij 
imitate holy Hannah, 1 Sam. 1. 11, Dedicate 
unto the Lord what he Jends unto you ; and 
pray that his Grace may ſanctifie and prepare hv 
it for his Service. 

2, When your Child is born, renew yout 
Oblation, dedicate and offer it up to God 33 
a living Holy-Sacrifice, to be employed in his Ju, 
Service, to live to his Honour, and to be vi- ft 


der his ProteCtion all the days of its li, gy 


Exod. 34. 19- 

3. At the time of the Child's ſolemn and 
publick Dedication or Chriſtning, inſtead of 
fooliſh Feaſting, Flattering and Pratling, call i 


together ſome Chriſtian Friends, who M7 Jie hi 


join with you in praiſing God, for adding 
new Member to his Church, and for making 
you the happy inſtrument of it ; and 10Pray* f 
ing to God for the Preſervation, SanAincation 
ang Salyazion of the Child. 


(37) 
4 f it be poſſible, carefally nurſe the Child 
at ſelf, and let it take 1ts Nouriſhment 
hence it, Gefived 1ts Subſtance, that it may be 
jolly yours. You may read your Duty in 
upon hs particulat, in Jer. Taylor*s Doctrine con- 
ad 0- ning the Virgin Mary's nnrfing the Holy 
chief Yhild Jeſus, in his Book called, The great 
ol in Franplar. And in the Setion concerning 
And Fires, in the Book called, The Ladies Calling. 
goa 5, When the dawnings of Reaſon appears, 


Whx 


pate, 
10ted 


; yout ſad Nature begins to ſhew it ſelf in the Child, 
of his Þia beſtic your ſelf,, and apply great care and 

And Kiipence in Prayer and Pains, to have the cor» 
dicate Hxc Nature reclified, the Image of Satan re- 


; and njed, and the divine Natute and Imape of 
epare Kd renewed in 1t. | 
if, Are Children deſtitute of God's 
 yout Fnave, and a new Nacure ? 
003 } &ſw. Yes; All the Poſterity of Rebellious 
In Mis fn, are guilty and polluted, void of good, 
e Ui» Jad full of evil, P/al. 51. 5. They are ſhapen in 
ite, quty 4nd concerved 172 ſin, Job I4.4. T hey are 
lean branches of a Cor7xpt root, Jo, 3: 6. That 
1 20d hich is born of the fleſh,Fs fleſh; that is, unholy 
d 0! Ind corrypt, Rom. 8. 8. They that are in the 
; ll Be, cannor pleaſe God, becauſe they ate not 
mf Wehim, chey are not pure and holy. | 
1082 J You tid, Col, 3. 10. ' Eph, 4.24. that the 
King Jwye of God confiſts in Knowledge, Righte- 
pray* Jamels and true Holineſs. 
aol 7 Now you fee, that Children are altogether 
fltitute of theſe Qualifications, and are very 
averie 


, if 
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averſe and backward to learn or acquire them Jenk 
which Teachers of Youth find by experiencelhent 
£eſt. Have Children the Image of Satoh, 6 
and a corrupt Nature ? the! 
2Anſw. Yes; All Adam's Polterity are noſe of 
only deſtitute of Righteouſneſs, but inclined, In, 
all iniquity, Ger. 6.5. \ þ 
A Subject capable of two contraryQualitieJized 
myſt have one of them; | the Air muſt heei ich 
ther dark or light, Wax muſt be either barSthe | 
or ſoft. The Heart of Mankind muſt be either; 
good and holy, or elſe bad and wicked, it mul v A 
be etther for God'or azainſt him. wed 
Now God's Word tells us, Rom.8.7. Thilad, 1 
carnal mind 3s enmity againſt God, and is win & 
ſubjeth to his Law. And indeed no worſe ca 
bein the Devy, than Enmity againſt God, atGhard 
Rebellion againſt his Laws. We are nt onlfh, Fr 
Strangers, but Enemies to God, Pal. 58. 3Wngi 
Rom. 5. 19. | 
But the depraved and corfupted Nature ih? 
Children, appears 1n ſeveral particulars Kiſh 
1. They are altogether ignorant and delliiyyr, 
tute of Knowledge, a thick cloud of darknel 
overſpreads their Underſtanding, Epv.4 19Ymt p 
They are wholly unacquainted with the natuYtheſ 
ral as well as the poſitive Law of God, and ufig y 
willing to uſe means, or take pains to knoWinn, 
the ſame. | 
2. Pride and Self-conceit appears Very &al 
ly in them ; they love to be flatcered,tobecaly 5, 
led good and pretty ; they are apt of Supe, 
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them &:nſelyes upon account of their great or rich 
rienceſhents, their fine Ornaments or gay Cloath- 
Satay, &c, Now Pride is ſaid to be the firſt ſin 
the Devil, and 1s moſt contrary to the na= 
re noffie of God, and abominable in his fight, 
ned tar, 5+ F+ 
; All know how Children are generally in- 
aliriesined to Lying, Diſſimulation and Falſhood, 
| be eiFiich plainly ſhews, that they have too much 
r har@ithe Nature and Image of him who is the 
 eithFiter of Lyes, Jo. 8. 44- 
t mul, All their Paſſions and AfﬀeRions are cor- 
ned and diſtempered, and far from that 
rd, which was in the Lord Jeſus, and muſt 
nevery Diſciple of his, before they can 
wed, Phl. 2.5. 70.3.3. Mat. 18. . How 
ard are Children to Anger, Hatred, Ma- 
"Þ, Envy, Revenge, Quarreling, Fighting, 
"ging themſelves on thofe that wrong 
0, domineering over thoſe they can Con- 
t! How much are they inclined to ſenſual 
Suh Pleaſures, Vanity, Folly and Trifling ? 
prone are they to Fretting, Murmuring, 
neſs and Diſcontent, if their Humours 
Wot pleaſed, and their Appetites fatished ? 
lieſeare plain indications, that their na- 
8 wholly Evil, and direAly contrary to 
unocent, patient, meek, humble and holy 
ae, which appeared in our Lord Jeſus 
W, Mat. 11.29. 1 Pet. 2.21, 22, 23- 
5. That Faculty the Will, is baſely 
Fapted and and deprayed, which plainly 
appears 
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appears in Children, by their Stubbornaes 
Perverſeneſs, Wilfulneſs, Untractablegeſs, Us | 
Plyableneſs and Diſobedience. If Child 
Will were not reſtrained by ſomething with 
out them, they would ſoon run into Ruine. &, 

6. Their Memory (that Treaſury of thellyy 
Soul,) is corrupted and vitiated. How fon, 
do they forget good Inſtruttions, Admonitil, 
ons and Advices; yea, their own Promiſe ly 
and Reſolutions ? How apt are they toremen4,, 
ber Trifles, Folly, Play and Vanity ? Th 

7. Their continuing in this black and miſc, 
Table State, when they come to years, theidhy tt 
willingneſs to ſquander away time inidleneſshy, 
Play or wickedneſs, and their backwardn 
togo to School, .to yield .or hearken tothe 
inſtructions of Parents and Teachers; theit 
pnwillingneſs to go to Church, and their unJrg] 
attentiveneſs there, doth plainly declare, ThtWien 
they are not only nider the dominion of Sillpide 
and Satan, bur-that they are willing Slavest th 
that foul Spirit ; and delight todothe Dt 
Drudgery, rather than to ſerve the high anYhj 
holy God in Spiritand Truth. fyo 

Doth not all this ſhew, that Children hav@hiq, 
need of early Care and diligent Education? fly (; 

Now if you, Parents,patiently permit inn 
corunon in their natural Courſe, and do 90, 
timely and diligently uſe means to convert Maths 1: 
reclaim them, you-conſent to their 5th ry; 
'Wickednefs,and declare your willingne, ti 
they be miſerable for. ever. But if 500 ® 
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nels Berape them in their Vices, and ſmile upon 


ir Follies ; if you feed their Luſts and pleaſe 
ir Humours, if you give them their Will 
approve their Cunning, if you pamper and 
&theirBodies,put Mony in their Pockets, & 


VEnyidePortions for themzto feed their ſenſual 


Ufires; then you forward their Damnation, 
fide with Satan to make them miſerable, 


jou put Weapons in their hands, whereby 


may rebel againſt the King-of Heaven. 
Tho? you do hot think this, nor believe it 


leFien it is told you, yet your PraQtice ſpeaks it, 


[the Event often declares it. Andit is not 
*Mbable, that you can be acquitted, when you 
Mribute ſo much to the condemnation of 
r Children. 
Bllany of you complain much of your Chil- 
Ms lgnorance, Negligence, Idleneſs, Diſo- 
lence and Extravangancy. Truly, when I 
ider their Education, I nothing wonder 
they walk in the way which they have 
n accuſtomed to,and obeythat Maſter whoſe 
ce they love beſt, Fer. 13. 23. 7o. 8. 44: 
your Children prove your croſs and afe 
$4, blame your ſelves, who are the prin- 
Cauſes, | by negleRing timely Inſtrution 


it thent [prudent Correction, and perhaps by gi- 


chem bad Example. And if you ſmart 


"F* the Rod of your own preparing and 
 $<ing, do not complain, but ſeriouſly re- 
and ſpeedily amend. 

0 a3 you are the Cauſes of your Childrens 
"o—_—_— Being» 
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Being, ſo ſhould you be of their Well-being, 
as you contribute to their natural life,ſo ſhould. 
you to their ſpiritual : As God has made them 
yours by natural Generation, ſo ſhould you egy 
deavour to make them his by vertuons anile- 
ligious Education. They are a Truſt commit. 
ted to your Charge by our heavenly Father, 
who will ſurely call you to account. 

As for you,whoſe Children have more Years 
than Vertue, and do follow their own Will 
more than the Will of God, I leave you tothe 
advice of SpiritualGuides,or Civil Magiſtrates, 
according to the Command, Det, 21. 18, 

But as for you who have,or may have young 
Children, be careful to obſerve theſe Rules, 
and you may eaſily rule them, and reap good 
Fruit and Comfort for your Labour. 

1. Speak Truth and no Lies to yourChil- 
dren; that is, whatever you teach them, fe 
that you practice it your ſelves ; othermik 
they will not believe that you are in carmel}, 
nor liſten .to your Dictates. Few v 
will ſuffice, where there is a continugl good 
Example, Therefore let every Chriſtian Duty 
as well as Moral Vertue, be your daily Pratice. 

2. Love your Children prudently, and do 
not hate them effeCtually. Fond and feollf 
love, proves to be the greateſt hatred,Prov-13-24 

Away with that fond and fooliſh, hurtful406 
childiſh Flatterigg, Hugging, Carclling *; 
Dandling of Children, that is uſual, whi0 / 
{cas your Authoricy, tickles their Fancy, 6 


| 


i|- { pable to reprove and adhor It. 
on their Ears with hearing any wicked, vain 
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feeds their Folly. Make not Idols of your 


1 Children; they are God*s gifts, make them 


not his Rivals ; fet them not up in his Throne, 
| eſt he pull chem down, and puniſh you, 


+ | either by taking them from you, or makin 


them your croſs and ſcourge. Therefore love 
jour Children piouſly, and let the Fruits and 
Elfects of 1t, appear in promoting their ſpiri- 
tyz! Good. 

3. Feed, but do not poiſon your Children. 
God has given them fiye Senſes, but has left ir 
| to you to regulate the Objefts. Ler them nei- 
| ther ſee nor hear any thing, that may corrupt 
{ their Mind or Fancy. Do not poiſon their 
| Eyes with ſeeing any baſe, wicked or fooliſh 
aQion, till they be fortified againſt 17, and ca- 
Do not poi= 


ir idle words,till they be able to teſtihe againſt 
them, and rebuke the Tongue that ſpeaks 
them. For Children are capable to think as 
fon as to ſee, and to form Idea?'s as ſoon as to 
tearken. They are capable to remember, be- 
fore they can judge or determine. Therefore 
kt them hear none ſpeak, who have not learn- 
«dthe Language of Canaan ; 2nd let tnem con- 
terſe with none, but thoſe who are acquainted 
nith the Lord Jeſus, and caa help ro make 
ther ſo, 
let the Streets and Publick Places be an a- 
ination unto them, until Holineſs to the 
d be written on the Foreheads of all who 
"Uk there. F 2 4+ Seaſona- 
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4. Seaſonably and gently bow their Iron. þ, Mot 
: :A 


Sinew, before it become too ſtrong ; that is, 
make their Will plyable. Teach them to he | 
denyed,and to deny themſelves : Let them not 
know, that you give them their Will in any | 
thing; Humour them not in any thing they 
cry for: And let them have whar 1s fit at ang» Þ 
ther time, rather than when they call for it. If Þ: 
you let them have their ownWill,they will ſoon &, 
torment you, and ruine themſelyes. An un- 
bridled W1ll, makes an ungovernable Perſon, 
But when you have effeCtually and prudently 
brought the Will into good ſubjeftion and or- 
der, more than the half of your work is done. 

5- Throw water on their Wild Fire,that is, þi 


let not Paſſions prevail : Let Frowns, Rebukes F*5* 
and Rods, curb, reſtrain and ſuppreſs their im- | 


moderate Paſſions and irregular Deſires: Lt þ 
Diſcipline chaſtiſe and keep in order theſe þ 
Wild Beaſts, till Reaſon be able to tame them: F 
Let them know by your Countenance and Be- F 
haviour,that Patience, Meckneſs and Sobriet), 
are lovely and commendable Vertues. 
Beware of giving bad Example here. 
6. Regulate their Diet ; nouriſh their B0- 


dies,but do not pamper them : Let them knoW Þ. 


that Temperance is a Vertue, and that Faſting 
is Phyfick : Let their Food be courſe and plall» F 
for Strength and Nouriſhment,not forÞlealing 
the ſenſual Appetite : Andas ſoon as poſſible, Þ* 
Jet them gain their Bread by the Sweat of their 
Brow, according the Command, Gen. 3-19 tk 
2 Theſ. 3. 10. . 7. Mo 
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oO. 1 Moderate their Apparel, and do not feed their 
t is, bt: Adorn their Minds before you deck their Bodies : 
«< them the uſe of i_loathing, and ler Gaudineſs be 
thomination to them : Suffer them not to be proud 
NOT hat which covers their Shame. 
a0) I, Moderate their Recreations 3 let them never be 
they 0d ler every thing they do be uſefal and inſtructive, 
20+ f{igen their Reaſon and inform their Judgment. 
7: When they are capabie of being inftruſted, then 
» * Sithem firſt by the Ear, before you make a Book 
ſoon {; Burden ; Let them have a g00d Treaſure of ſound 
| UN- Jifefol Truths in their Memory,and be able to anſwer 
rſon, funy Queſtions, before you fix their Eyes upon a let- 
-ntly And that ye may build them high in Faith and Hb. 
6, be careful to lay a ſure and ſolid Foundation : 
therefore, let Hamility he the firſt Vertue that you 
inthem, And for this end, make them acquaint- 
th themſelves: Let them kflow, That they are 
legenerate Of-ſpring of ſinful Adam; ſhew them the 
tion of their Nature in all the parts of it 3 what 
jought to have been, and what they are in their cor- 
edState, Make kfbwn to them the Purity and Ho- 
hele Iof God's Nature and Law, and that every fin is an 
em ; Þ&f againſt God, and a Tranſgreſhon of his Law : 
| Be» Fithem the Evil of Sin, and the dreadful conſequeats 
ety, | that every Sin deſerves LCeath and Damnation,qnl 
! Filis is due to them, becauſe they are Sinners, guilty 
unclean Creatures, Enemies ro God by nature, and 
ls againſt his juſt and holy Laws : Let them know, 
Bo- Fnhateyer good they receive and enjoy, is purely 
now £*0's Free Grace and Bounty, and not of their own 
ting Tring ; and that it is of God's great Mercy, Patience 
-ſuffering, chat they are not thrown iato Hell 


21s «Wy, 
fing Þ When you have thus awakened their Minds, con- 
ible, F*9their Judgments, humbled their Hearts, and ſoft. 
heir their Spirits, then you may make known to them, 
Lord Jeſus Chriit, the only Saviour, his Perſon, his 
es, Mediation and Offices, and what way he is 
given 
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given for Mankind, offered unto then; and mult bers 
ceived by them, in order to their Reconciliation vie# 
God: Shew them the Dofrine of theCovenane of 
and the Method and Terms of Salvation, and what is 
nature and extent of that Holineſs, which is abſolute} 
neceſſary to fit them for Glory and Happineſs, Heh 12,1 
Teach them to underitand the Perſon, the Office 
the DiCctates, Motions and Operations -of the Hal 
Ghoſt, the Sanctifier and Comforter, | 
Teach them to underftand the natute and manner « 
the Temptations of their ſpiritual Enemies, and hoy 
refit and overcome them. 
Make them acquainted with the Doftrine and Duty 
Prayer ; and oblige them to pray by themſelves, not | 
a formal repeating of Words, but expreffing the humb 
and hearty defires of their Souls, from a ſenſe of their oy 
wants of God's Goodneſs and gracious Promiſes, « 
Chriſt's Merits and Mediation, and of the Holy Spirit 
Afiiftance and Interceſſion ; and teach them to trult i 
God, and wait for a return of their Prayers ; andin eve 
ry thing to be thankfal ro him. Particularly teach the 
to believe in, to prize, eſteemd love the Lord ſel 
Chriſt, as the Fountain and Foundation of all the Blek 
fings and Benefits which they enjoy and expect, __ 
and that they are bound in Coyenant with him by theiry 
Baptiſm, = l 
* IT. Bcing thus inftru&ted and prepared,it will be ealyÞ, 
for you to teach them to Read ; and to underſtand wa 
Word Preached,for their further Edification, and w L, 
form their Judgment, and excite their Prafticeinal en 
Parts of Publick Worſhip. And when they we ry " 
ned and approved by the Governours of the C - 
they may be admitted to renew their Covenant with 600g 
publickly and ſolemnly ar the Lord's Table, " 
12, When they are thus prepared, fenced I parents;$; 
ed, by the pious care and faithful diligence 5 
and eſpecially of you MOTHERS, then may they Fa 
broad, and be ſent to School to learn Langue 
and Sciences, and fuch Accomplifhments as are uy i 
and uſeful for rhem ; which they will eaſily 3 he 
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the Mind is fo enlightned in the Knowledge of 
ke , 


here I hall leave them to the Condu@ of faith. 
Sabers : Bur donot you leave them, while life laſts. 
meyer you may be pleaſed with your Childrens 
ngs, yet never flatter them; never commend 
fl they really deſerye it ; Never call them good, 
e effeftually ſo; tell them that PerfeCtion is 
, and that yet they are far from it, but mufk 
Wance ro higher degrees of Grace and Holineſs, 
WMOTHERS, theſe are ſome hints of that 
ou ought to do for the SanCtification and Salva. 
vdour Children, This is no matter of indifterency, 
jar indiſpenſable Duty, (Prov. 1. 8. and 6, 20,) 
wrenegle@ ir not ; ic cannot be done ina ſhort time, 
dlittle pains, therefore delay it not ; but begin 
wad proceed diligently ; and endeavour toobtain 
r-of being the happy Inftruments of a gloris 
Mikcmation in England ; and may all your endea- 
Wtcrowned with happy Succeſs. 
ke, 1t is not good to burthen Children, and break 
\ = with roo much Religion; it raiſes Prejudi- 
item, and gives them falſe Notions and apprehen= 
4; Wiod and Religion, 
© 4, Surely, this Language proceeds from the Deyil 
Mgrateft Inſtruments, becaule it is ſo direCtly con- 
1 vthe Diftates of God's holy Spirit, Prov. 22. 6. 
8 Child in the way he ſhould go, and when he is old, 
0} depart ſrem it, Eccl. 12. 1. Remember thy Crea- 
tk dys of thy Youth, Wc, 2 Tim. 3. 15, Timothy is 
j-$Wided for knowing the Holy Scriptures from a 
& whereby he was made wiſe nnto Salvation. 
ti, We have not leiſure to take all this care and 
= our Children, 
16.8.9. You find leiſure to beger, nurſe, feed and cloath 
$3; to take care of the Body ; and will you neglect 
ml! He who gives you time, and all that you en- 
$Maints you this Work, and will reward you ac- 
toyour management of it, Thegefore let nothing 


= & 
(48) 
he ahindrance now, which cannot excufe youat that? 
of any Low ler compaſſion to the Fruit of 
dies; be a forcible motive to excite" diligett 
zealous endeavour, for its SanRifcation at lvatie 
And when you have done your utmoſt, till acknowle 
your ſelves unprofitabls Servants, and that M you 
done, is to no purpoſe, without the ſanRifying 
the HolySpirit. Therefore continue your earneſt Sy 
cations to the good and gracious God, the giver of eve 
good Gift, that he would give his Holy Spirit, to w 
your Labours ſucceſsful and effeRral ; and the Rig 
. ouſneſs of his beloved Son, to make your Endeavours 
ceptable with him. Therefore, tho' you ought, and 
obliged to uſe every Mean of his Appointment, yet tr 
to no Mean, rely upon none of your Performances, 
all your dependance be upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
beg the Spirit of Chriſt for your Afliftance, andthe 
rits of Chrift for your Acceptance : And inerery til 
zive Thanks and Praiſe ro God the Father, Son 3 
Holy Ghoſt. | | 
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